
   HOËRSKOOL CARLETONVILLE 

Policy regarding –     Drugs 

- Any other illegal substance 

- Dangerous Weapons 

 

1. GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

The aim of this policy is to create a learning environment that is free of every classification of illegal 

substances. This policy also serves to create a learning environment with no threat of dangerous 

weapons whether they are concealed or carried openly. The drug policy is not limited only to those 

substances as mentioned by specific legislation but expanded to include various types of steroids 

that are commonly available. 

This policy applies to: 

- All learners of the school, whether in or out of school uniform. 

- At school or on the school sports fields. 

- At any school function or excursion or any other activity that is organised by the 

school. 

- Any place or activity where learners of the school are involved. 

- All visitors on school property. 

- The school reserves the right to act according to its disciplinary procedure 

where a learner outside of school has made him/her guilty or privy to an 

offence or use of an illegal substance as defined in the school code. 

Based on the above mentioned, we accept that: 

- We are part of the greater community. 

- We are in partnership with parents to provide a positive learning environment. 

- That a wide variety of substances both illegal an legal are widely available in the 

community. 

- That our parents, teachers and learners sometimes do not have adequate 

knowledge concerning drug use. 

- That the abuse of drugs and other illegal substances are detrimental to a person 

on multiple levels. 

- That it is our responsibility to make sure our learners are informed to make 

good decisions in life. 

We accept the challenge and take a strong stance against the use of drugs and other controlled 

substances is totally unacceptable. We will promote a healthy drug free lifestyle at all times. 

We are also realistic in the fact that we cannot just be a force of condemnation but also a force for 

guidance and rehabilitation. In order to achieve this aim, we commit ourselves to provide guidance 

and counselling for those who are affected by this scourge. 



We are however of the opinion that learners who are involved in the use of these substances do not 

just harm themselves but also the image of the school and the image of the whole learner body. We 

will thus not permit the following; 

- That a learner has in his/her possession or has used any illegal or controlled 

substance. 

- The misuse of any prescription medication. 

- The use of alcohol or the possession of alcohol. 

- Cigarettes or any other tobacco related products including electronic cigarettes. 

- Learners in possession of any drug related paraphernalia such as lighters, 

matches, and or pipes. 

- Exhibits any behaviour that corresponds with being under the influence of drugs 

and or alcohol. 

- The use of any prohibited substances or the distribution of such substances on 

school property. 

- Under the influence of any prohibited substance even if not on school premises. 

- The use of steroids or performance enhancing substances either on or off 

school property. 

It is the school’s aim to create a policy in line with National guidelines and legislation that takes into 

account the rights of the majority of learners who do not use illegal substances while offering the 

necessary guidance to those learners who are currently using drugs to enable them to live a drug 

free life. 

As part of this programme the school commits itself to, 

-  Provide relevant information on drugs to learners, teachers and parents. 

-  Provide a drug programme or initiative that is focused on teaching learners the 

values of a drug free healthy lifestyle. 

- Ensure that all information regarding drug use or possession will be kept under 

the strictest of confidence. 

If a learner is suspected of being under the influence or in possession of drugs and or other 

controlled substances, the learner may be subject to a search of his or her person. 

Terms and Clarification 

Drug: any substance that affects the functioning of the human body or mind that can influence both 

mental and/or physical activities. 

Addiction: the long term effect of exposure and use of any controlled substance on the body and or 

mind of a person. 

Learners:  a person who is subjected to the disciplinary code of the school. 

 

 



2. Dangerous Weapons 

A dangerous weapon is defined, with regards to this policy, as any object that can be used or 

manipulated to be used as a weapon with the express intent purpose to inflict or cause harm to a 

person’s physical state. 

No learner may be found in possession of such a weapon. 

It is the aim of the school to create a safe working and learning environment for all its staff and 

learners. 

This policy applies when a learner is in or out of school uniform and when they are on or outside the 

school grounds. 

 

Appendix details: 

APPENDIX A: SEARCH AND SEIZURE PROCEDURE 

APPENDIX B: TESTING PROCEDURE 

APPENDIX C: RESULTS OF POSITIVE TESTS 

 

APPENDIX A:   SEARCH AND SEIZURE 

1. Illegal and controlled substances 

 

The following is a list of drugs and substances that are illegal to be found in possession of, under the 

influence of, or the distribution of: 

- Alcohol 

- Meta amphetamine  

- Anabolic steroids as listed by the South African Institute for drug free sport. 

- Barbiturates 

- Benzodiazepines 

- Cocaine 

- Amphetamines 

- Methadone  

- Ecstasy  

- Opiates 

- THC 

- Any other substance as classified by legislation as illegal. 

This list is subject to updating from time to time as the need arises and conditions and substances 

change. 



2. Motivation for searching a learner. 
The Principal, Deputy Principal or his/ her delegated authority may at any time require a 

learner to subject himself to a search of his person and belongings, if there are reasonable 

grounds for this to be done. This is not limited to reasonable suspicion of the presence of 

any of the above-mentioned materials or weapons. 

 

As part of the prevention programme, the school may use the police to enforce these 

guidelines on both weapons and drugs and illegal substances in accordance with Criminal 

law and statute. This procedure is outlined in Section 8 of the South African Schools Act 84 

of 1996. 

 

3. The Procedure. 
3.1 Identification of the use/abuse: 

Isolated symptoms or behaviour, but not limited to mere rumour, will not be used as 

cause.   However, where a pattern emerges and can be visibly seen and documented, it 

will be acted upon. 

3.2. The person conducting the search must be of the same gender as the person being 

searched. 

3.3 The learner will only be searched in a basic manner but if further and more thorough 

search procedures are needed, the learner’s parents or the police may be called in to assist. 

3.4 The search will be conducted in the presence of another member of staff of the same 

gender as the learner. 

 

If a learner fails to subject himself to a search, the following procedure will be used. 
 

 The parents of the learner are immediately informed that the learner refused to be 

searched.  It is then made clear what the provisions are of the South African Schools Act and 

that the police will be brought in to deal with the matter. 

 The parent and or guardian of the learner will have the opportunity to speak to the learner 

to try and convince them of the seriousness of the situation.  This may occur telephonically 

in front of a witness. 

 If both the learner and his parents or guardians refuse such a search, the learner may then 

face criminal prosecution or statutory repercussions. 

 If any illegal, controlled substances or dangerous weapons are found, the following 

procedure has to be followed and the following written down; 
 

1. The name of the learner 

2. Where and what was found in the learner’s possession 

3. Time and date of the search 

4. Name of person who conducted the search 



5. Name of staff members present 

6. Any other relevant information 

7. Handing over of confiscated materials to SAPS 

 

APPENDIX B:  TESTING  

Scheduled testing will take place by the Principal, Deputy Principal or the person to whom this 

authority is delegated.  The testing will occur only during school terms and not during holidays.  

 

The testing procedure will be conducted in a totally confidential matter, with information of the 

time, date and learner to be tested kept to only a few key staff members to prohibit the learner from 

finding out.  

 

APPENDIX C:  ACTIONS RESULTING FROM A POSITIVE TEST 
 In the event of positive testing of a learner the following steps will be taken. 

The test results will be made known to the learner and his parents/guardians. 

A meeting with the parents will be arranged so that all the implications of the positive test can be 

expressed. 

Considering that the offence occurred on school property the learner will be temporarily suspended 

until such time as the learner tests negative to any controlled or illegal substance.  The 

parents/guardians of learner may bring such evidence that the learner has tested negative but the 

school reserves the right to test the learner themselves.  

 

- The learner will then be subject to a disciplinary hearing with the following possible 

results. 

i) Temporary expulsion 

ii) Permanent expulsion 

iii) Continued monitoring of learner for a time period.  

iv) No criminal charges will be laid against the learner.  

If, however, a learner is found in possession of or distributing/selling controlled and or illegal 

substances the following steps will be taken: 

- The parent and or guardian will be informed. 

- The learner is suspended with immediate effect pending investigation and disciplinary 

hearing. 

- The SAPS will be informed. 

- The governing body will apply for the permanent expulsion of the learner. 

 

 



4. Volunteering admission of drug or substance abuse. 

If a learner voluntarily comes forward as pertaining his/her drug use and asks for the 

school’s help, the school will ensure that the learner is helped by returning the learner to an 

outside rehabilitation centre.  Inform the parents/guardians of the learner.  Refer the 

learner to an outside body for testing and evaluation.  The learner must be willing to subject 

him/herself to the course of these procedures and whatever they might entail. 

 

5. The chairman of the governing body reserves the right to ask for the 

permanent expulsion of a learner by the Head of Department of the 

Province if;  

- The learner refuses treatment or does not complete the treatment programme. 

- There is any other evidence of drug or alcohol use/abuse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Commitment by Parent/Guardian  

 A. Herewith I, the parent or guardian of …………………………………………………………………… 

  take notice of Hoërskool Carletonville’s policy on Drugs and Dangerous weapons.  

B. I, as parent/guardian take responsibility regarding my child if found guilty of such 

and offence.  

C. I undertake to work with the school as closely as possible with regards harmful 

substances, be they legal, controlled or illegal as well as any dangerous weapons as 

described in the above mentioned policy. 

D. I accept the policy of the school regarding Drugs and Dangerous weapons.   I accept 

that it is in the best interest of a drug free and safe school environment. 

 

Name of Parent: ____________________________________________________________ 

Tel No (Home): ____________________________________________ 

Tel No (Work): ____________________________________________ 

Tel No (Cell): _____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………….  …………………………………………………….. 

Signature Parent     Date 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………….  ……………………………………………………… 

Signature Learner     Date 

 

 


