
 

 

News letter 1 of 2017                                   18 January 2017 

 

Dear Parents 

At the start of the new year we wish to express our hope that 2017 will be a blessed and 

prosperous year for all.  We trust that our Heavenly Father will bless the work that will be done 

at school and that every child will experience God’s grace.  We want to welcome all the new 

parents in our community and a special welcome to the parents of our new grade 8’s.  We believe 

that you will have a pleasant relationship with Hoërskool Carletonville.  Our doors are always 

open if you should have any queries and know that no problem is ever too big to be resolved.  

Please feel free to contact us for assistance. 

We congratulate our grade 12 learners of 2016 on obtaining excellent results.  We also want to 

congratulate our grade 12 teachers for these outstanding results.  These achievements were 

only possible through hard work and dedication. A special word of congratulations to Natasha de 

Wet, Jessica van der Westhuizen and Fredrik Strydom for achieving six distinctions. Natasha is 

also the top achiever in the Merafong area with an average of 90%. The pass rate for last year’s 

matriculants was 98.3% as you might have read in the local newspaper.  92% of our learners will 

be able to further their studies at a tertiary institution. Well done to the matrics and the 

subject teachers. 

There are however a few other matters that need attention and therefore we send this letter 

at a very early stage in the year. 

 

1.   Text books 

Learners accept full responsibility for their textbooks and will therefore be held responsible 

for any damaged or lost textbooks and will have to pay to replace them.  We trust that you will 

see to it that all textbooks are neatly covered with plastic and that learners will use sturdy 

school bags to carry their books in.  Textbooks have become very expensive and if they are not 

properly cared for, their lifetime will be shortened.  Learners who failed to hand back 

textbooks at the end of last year will not be issued with new textbooks until all the outstanding 

books have been returned to school.  This is a Departmental arrangement. 

 

2.   Scripts 

All learners received stationary lists with their reports at the end of 2016 to indicate which 

scripts and other stationary will be needed for 2017.  Please ensure that all these scripts are 

properly covered.  In some subjects learners are requested to buy thick black hard cover 



scripts, but then these may be used over a 2 year period.  This means that if a grade 11 learner 

uses a hard cover script, they will most probably use it again in grade12. 

 

3.   Athletics/Inter house athletics 

Learners who were selected to represent the school as an athlete, must please wear the official 

athletics uniform.  Contact Mr S.P. Botha regarding the athletics wear. 

We are currently preparing for the season and athletes are urged to attend the practices in the 

afternoons.  All athletes must report to their coaches for training until 16:00 each afternoon.   

Important athletic dates to take note of have been printed in the school diary, but we want you 

to please be aware of the following dates: 

Friday 20 January – Friendly meeting - Bekker 

Friday 27 January  – Friendly meeting – (home) (day-night) 

Tuesday 7 February – Cluster meeting – Hoërskool Wonderfontein 

Friday 10 February – Prestige Athletics meeting – (home) (day-night) 
 

We want to encourage learners to attend training sessions.  We want to invite you to attend our 

friendly meetings that take place on our home grounds.  You are most welcome to come and 

enjoy a pleasant evening with exciting athletics with us. 

 

4.  Sports tours 

All our rugby teams, netball teams and the first hockey team will be preparing themselves for 

the winter sports program. The netball teams will be attending a camp from 18 to 21 March at 

Camp Discovery – north of Pretoria. The rugby teams and hockey team will be participating in 

the Mauritz Hansen week in Naboomspruit from 3 – 8 April. This is the largest group of learners 

to attend events like these ever. Approximately 200 of our learners will be involved. 

We would like to wish these teams and their coaches the best of luck for their preparation. We 

are looking forward to an exciting winter program. Judging by the coaches and learners’ 

enthusiasm, we can expect excellent results. 

 

5.   School hours and the daily programme 

We will stick to the school ours as in the past year, which means: 

School starts at 07:30 every day. 

Learners who are late for school will be marked absent. All the entrances, accept the small gate 

at the office, will be locked at 07:30.  The only way to enter the school grounds will be through 

the office.  Learners that come late to school must report to the office.  If learners are not at 

school after 07:40, they will not be allowed to enter the school grounds. 

We will indicate how many times your child has come late for school, by printing this information 

on your child’s report card. 

School will be dismissed at 14:00 every day, except on Fridays when school dismisses at 13:45.   

The bicycle parking area will also be locked at 07:30, which means that if you come late, your 

bicycle or motor cycle will not be locked up safely.  The bicycle parking area is very close to a 



very busy entrance and it has happened in the past that bicycles were stolen.  If you come late, 

it is the risk that you take. 

 

6.  School fees 

After a meeting held at the end of 2016, the governing body was granted permission to fix 

school fees for 2017 as follows: 

1.   School fees for 2017 are as follows: 

 R 980.00 per learner per month x 11 for grades 8 - 11 = R 10 780 per year. 

 R 1000.00 per learner per month x 11 for grade 12 = R 11 000 per year. 

2.  There are three payment options: 

 a.   A once-off payment before the end of February. 

 b.   Payment per term. 

 c.   Payment per month. 

3.   Unfortunately there is no discount for payment of the total amount before the end of 

February. 

4.   School fees are paid to the register teachers and receipts will be issued the day after 

payment. Please remind learners to pay school fees during register period.  It has happened in 

the past that school fees were stolen/have gone missing because learners forget to pay it in at 

the office. 

5.   Bursary applications are available in the office, like in the past.  Parents that qualified for 

bursaries in the past will most probably qualify again.  If the gross annual income of both 

parents is less than 10 times the total annual school fees amount, parents will be eligible for a 

bursary.   If both parents’ gross annual income is 30 times the total annual school fees amount, 

parents will not qualify for a bursary.  If you are unsure of your position, please see Ms Santie 

Pretorius in the office as soon as possible.  She will gladly assist you.   

6.   Please be reminded that school fees are paid up-front if you choose to pay monthly or 

per term.  If you wish to apply for a bursary, please do so as soon as possible before the 

end of January! 

7.  Bursary applications is your own responsibility.  These applications should be completed 

every year. 

8.  Learners can apply for achievement bursaries.  This money will be paid as a single amount to 

the learner during an assembly.  No late applications will be considered.  This will be done as 

soon as the grade controllers have completed the administration in this regard - most probably 

during the second and third terms. 

 

7.   School attendance 

Ladies and gentleman, absenteeism will be controlled very strictly. We have had far too many 

learners absent from school last year. We depend on your support in this matter. Absenteeism 

influences academic performance tremendously.  

As in the past, this year’s re-admissions have been influenced by the past year’s school 

attendance.  Please note that learners will only be excused from school if an arrangement was 

made with the principal or deputy principals and then you need to submit a doctor’s note or 



letter of excuse as soon as the learner returns to school.  Learners will only be excused from 

writing tests or exams if a doctor’s note is produced when the learner returns to school. 

If it is necessary for you to collect your child from school during school hours, you need to make 

an arrangement with Mr. Le Roux or Mr. Maartens at least 24 hours in advance.  It is also 

advised that the parents collect their children personally.  On collection, please complete the 

school attendance register which is kept at the receptionist’s desk. 

We want to re-iterate the importance of not making doctor’s appointments during school hours - 

it is to your child’s advantage that he/she is at school at all times.  Take note that no learners 

will be called to the office during class time, you will have to wait until the end of a period 

before your child will be called.  Your child has a time table in his/her homework book/diary 

which indicates the end and starting times of each period.  If you do not adhere to this 

arrangement, you must be prepared to wait until the end of a period. 

Please do not send an ill child to school.  We do not have the facilities or knowledge to take care 

of ill children. 

 

8.   Prize Giving 2017 

We invite you to attend our annual prize giving event which will take place on THURSDAY 9 

FEBRUARY 2017.  At this event grade 9 - 12 learners will be rewarded for achievements 

obtained during 2016. 

We will also be hosting a prize giving towards the end of the year, where current grade 12’s will 

be rewarded for the achievements of 2016.  This will take place on TUESDAY 17 OCTOBER 

2017. 

 

9.   School holidays 

Please take note of the dates for the school holidays and make your holiday arrangements in 

advance, to ensure that your child will not be missing any school days. 

First term:   School breaks up - 31 March at 11:00 

Second term:  School starts - 18 April at 07:30 

  School breaks up - 30 June at 11:00 

Third term: School starts – 24 July at 07:30 

  School breaks up - 29 September at 11:00 

Fourth term: School starts - 9 October at 07:30 

  School breaks up - 6 December 

 

10.   Exam times 

First term: There will be no formal exam for the matrics this term. However, the matrics 

will be writing formal tests during the term. 

Second term: All grades start Wednesday 5 June and will end on Friday 30 June 

Third term: Grade 12 Preliminary exams - start Monday 11 September and will end 

Friday 29 September 

Fourth term: Grade 8 to 11 - Starts Monday 30 October and will end Friday 

1 December 

NB:  these dates are subject to change due to Departmental exam papers. 



We ask all parents to assist us in seeing that learners are well-prepared for every test and 

exam.  

 

11.   Callies Web cite and Communicator 

Our school’s web cite (www.callies.co.za) and Communicator is active and you are more than 

welcome to visit this cite.  You will be surprised to find how much information is available on this 

cite.  We also make use of a communication program - the “Communicator”.  At parents’ evenings 

you will receive more information about this program.  Attached to this newsletter you will find 

information on how to install this program on your computer or cell phone. The learners’ 

homework will be available on these cites from 20 January and parents will be able to control 

their children’s homework. 

 

We wish you well for 2017!  May this be a blessed year for every learner, parent and teacher. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

……………………………………… 

A.G.Meyer  (Principal) 

 

 

http://www.callies.co.za/

